
WRITERS ROOM RUCKUS written by Katherine Andrews

INT. SEX & THE CITY WRITERS’ ROOM CIRCA 1999 - DAY

CINDY CHUPACK (Writer, Modern Family & Everyone Loves 
Raymond) stands at a white board, dry erase marker in hand.

CINDY
So, what happens at brunch?

Cindy looks to JENNY BICKS (Creator, Men in Trees & Exec 
Producer, The Big C) and JENJI KOHAN (Creator, Weeds & Orange 
is the New Black) sitting at a board room table for input.

JENNY
How about this? Samantha says 
something so outlandish Charlotte 
actually gets up and leaves.

JENJI
Yes! THAT!

CINDY
Gold!

Cindy writes it up. A knock on the door. Cindy opens the door 
to TREENA, her assistant.

TREENA
The Law & Order writers are here.

CINDY
Give me just a sec. Thanks, Treena.

Treena closes the door.

CINDY (CONT’D)
Guys, I’m doing a favour for my 
friend Annie over at A & E. She 
wants the female characters on Law 
& Order to feel more authentic.

JENJI
How is a murder victim supposed to 
be more authentic?

JENNY
Maybe have her in no makeup and 
sweatpants? Rather than a pushup 
bra and panties?



JENJI
Don’t forget full makeup and a 
spray tan?

Jenji and Jenny laugh.

CINDY
They’re just going to sit in and 
observe. You both okay with that?

JENNY/JENJI
Whatever./This should be fun.

Cindy opens the door to L&O writers TED, MIKE & STEVE (white 
balding men (40s) in t-shirts, jeans and sneakers).

CINDY
Welcome, gentlemen!

TED/MIKE/STEVE
Hi!/Hey!/Hello!

CINDY
Have a seat. We were just talking 
about the brunch scene in episode 
309. Writers, any more ideas?

JENJI
I was thinking that maybe...

TED
Maybe someone’s trying to kill her?

JENJI
Ha! Who? Carrie?

TED
Sure. Or Sharlene.

JENNY
Charlotte!

TED
Any of them. It doesn’t matter who. 
Just spitballing here.

JENNY
And it doesn’t matter who because 
they’re all the same to you?

JENJI
Wait a second, have you even seen 
our show?
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Ted ignores her.

STEVE
Could someone get poisoned?

Jenji lets out a belly laugh.

JENJI
Death by mimosa...this week on Sex 
& The City.

JENNY
I couldn’t help but wonder...did 
someone slip something in my drink?

Jenji laughs.

TED
We’re just trying to help you out!

CINDY
I think the idea was that you 
observe our process and learn how 
we create more authentic female 
characters.

TED/MIKE/STEVE
Fine. / Okay. / Sorry.

CINDY
It’s all good. So, we were talking 
about brunch storylines. Sam says 
something that shocks Charlotte.

JENJI
Okay, what if Samantha says her 
boyfriend has funky tasting spunk?

Ted, Mike and Steve snicker.

JENJI (CONT’D)
What?

TED
I’m sorry, but I think you can lose 
the brunch scene completely.

JENNY
And you’re sure it’s not all the 
talk about jizz that’s made you 
uncomfortable?
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TED
Bodily fluids are a huge part of 
our plot lines over on Law & Order. 
Now I’m wondering if you’ve ever 
seen our show.

Jenji harrumphs.

MIKE
No, I agree with Ted. Isn’t 
Samantha talking about giving a guy 
head just exposition?

STEVE
Yeah, Mike’s right! Don’t we want 
to actually see her doing it?

CINDY
We will have a scene earlier to set 
that up, but the brunch scenes 
where the women hash things out are 
a big part of the show.

STEVE
Really? That’s hard to believe.

CINDY
They test very well with audiences.

JENJI
They’re the heart of the show!

JENNY
We’re not losing them. Ever!

STEVE
Okay, well, if you’re so attached 
to “talking”...wouldn’t it be 
better if Samantha talks about her 
issue with the guy one-on-one. I 
mean, rather than gossiping about 
it with her girlfriends?

MIKE
That would really piss me off if my 
girlfriend did that.

JENJI
Your point of view, the male point 
of view, is not critical here.

TED
Maybe he should break up with her.
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MIKE
I’d totally break up with her.

JENNY
No one cares what you think!

CINDY
So, the deal here is guys...the 
women are the stars. We do stories 
from their perspective. Whoever 
plays the boyfriend is just a guest 
star. He’ll be gone by the next 
episode.

STEVE
So the guys on your show are 
disposable then.

CINDY
Not all of them.

JENJI
But...most of them.

JENNY
Kinda like the murder victims in 
your show.

TED
And yammering at brunch about 
minutiae is what we should do to 
create more authentic female 
characters? 

JENNY
Just have them talk to each other 
about stuff that matters to them.

JENJI
Just have them talk period. Don’t 
just kill them off and use their 
naked bodies as set dressing.

A knock on the door.

CINDY
Well, I hope you guys got something 
out of this.

Treena pokes her head in.

TREENA
Time to order lunch. Pizza today.

5.



Treena hands out menus.

JENJI
How about one Hawaiian and one all 
dressed. That work for everyone?

TED
Oh. I can’t have dairy.

MIKE
What’s going on with you?

TED
Bloating?

STEVE
My wife bought me some digestive 
enzymes, they work like a charm. I 
have some in my satchel.

Steve reaches into his man-purse and grabs a box. 

MIKE
So, is it just cow? Can you have 
sheep’s milk?

Cindy, Jenji and Jenny observe this exchange, amused.

JENJI
(whispering)

I think they’re going to be just 
fine.
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