
SMALL TALK written by Katherine Andrews

EXT. ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL YARD - DAY

A Toronto neighbourhood.  Century-old brick homes and mature
trees.  JIM (early 40s) and STEPHANIE (mid 30s) wave as their
kids walk up the front steps of the school.

KIDS' VOICES  (O.S.)
Bye Mom!  Bye Dad!

Jim and Stephanie hold hands as they walk home.

STEPHANIE
It's nice that you could come for
the walk today.

JIM
Yeah, working for home is great.
Except for the small talk landmines
everywhere.

STEPHANIE
Oh, come on.

JIM
Does anyone talk about anything that
matters anymore?

STEPHANIE
Did they ever?

BUSY MOM (30s) rushes past Jim & Stephanie with her two kids,
late for school.

BUSY MOM
Hey guys, how are ya.

STEPHANIE
Great, you?

BUSY MOM
Can you believe this weather?  So
nice, right?

STEPHANIE
Awesome!  Have a good day!

Jim and Stephanie keep walking and after BUSY MOM is out of
earshot, Jim leans in to Stephanie.

JIM
(mockingly)

"Awesome!  Have a good day!"
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STEPHANIE
Stop it.

JIM
Like, I know we're all in a rush,
but can't we talk about something
more substantial than the weather or
how the Jays are doing?

STEPHANIE
Play nice.

Jim and Stephanie approach the street corner.  LARRY, the
crossing guard (60s) pushes the button for them.

LARRY
Can you believe the Jays last night? 
Terrible.

JIM
(fake frowning)

Just terrible.  And the weather,
just awful.

Larry looks up at the blue sky, puzzled.  The walklight
changes and Jim & Stephanie are on their way.

STEPHANIE
Have a good day, Larry.

LARRY
You too.

Larry waves at Stephanie until she and Jim are half way down
the block.

JIM
How was that?

STEPHANIE
Disingenuous as fuck.

JIM
It can't just be me.  Other people
must want deeper interactions.

STEPHANIE
Sure they do!  Just not at school
drop off.

JIM
So they resort to the most trivial
and trite conversations?
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STEPHANIE
No one has time for anything else.

JIM
Like it takes that much more time to
come up with something interesting
to talk about.

STEPHANIE
Yeah, small talk sucks.  But it's
the glue that keeps us friendly. 
But not too friendly.

JIM
Can you believe the weather...can
you believe the Jays...can you believe
it's already May...can you believe
the kids are getting so big? Can
anyone believe anything?

STEPHANIE
(playing along)

Agnostics, all of them... and at a
Catholic school no less.

JIM
Or solipsists.

STEPHANIE
Oh God.  What?

JIM
When the only thing you know exists
for sure is your own mind.

STEPHANIE
The only thing I know for sure is
that I'm gonna be late for my meeting
if we don't scoot.  Don't you have a
call in 10 minutes?

JIM
Nope!  Day's wide open. Here comes
Tony.  I'm gonna try something.

STEPHANIE
Please don't.

TONY (late 30s) approaches, limping slightly, and holding
his six-year-old DAUGHTER's hand.  JIM stops.

JIM
Hey man.  How are you feeling today?

Tony is a bit put off by Jim's directness.
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TONY
Feeling?  How am I feeling?

JIM
Yeah.

TONY
Well.  Got slammed into the boards
at hockey last night.  So if I'm
honest, I'm feeling pretty fucking
old. 

Jim smiles, pleased to have elicited the truth.

TONY'S DAUGHTER
Daddy!  That's a swear!

TONY
(to his daughter)

Sorry honey.  Jim, you threw me off
man.

JIM
You're welcome.

Jim glibly walks away from Tony, who looks kinda pissed off. 
Stephanie follows, embarrassed.

STEPHANIE
Have a good day, Tony!

Her smile fades as she turns to Jim.

STEPHANIE (CONT'D)
So, what?  The next person who asks
me how I am, I should say "Worried,
about this month's VISA bill" or
"Tired, because I stayed up all night
wondering if this headache is a brain
tumour."

JIM
Shit, do you think it is?

STEPHANIE
No!  I don't know.  But it's not
something I'm going to get into with
a stranger who needs to get to a 9
o'clock meeting.

JIM
You should make an appointment with
Dr. Cooper.  See?  We just had a
meaningful interaction because you
were truthful.
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They turn the corner to home as DARRYL (early 40s) approaches. 
Jim stops him.

JIM (CONT'D)
Hey man, I know you live down the
street and we haven't had a
conversation before or anything,
but...can I ask you something?

DARRYL
Sure.

JIM
When was your last meaningful social
interaction?

Darryl bursts into tears, Jim is unsure how to deal.

DARRYL
My wife wants to separate.

STEPHANIE
I'm so sorry.

DARRYL
Thanks.

STEPHANIE
What's your name?

DARRYL
Darryl.

STEPHANIE
I'm Stephanie and this is Jim.

DARRYL
She told me this morning after I got
out of the shower.  I've been trying
to keep it together.  Get the kids
to school and get home.  And I almost
made it.

Jim eyes the front door of his house, angles to make an exit.

JIM
Listen, we should really get...

STEPHANIE
A coffee together.  And talk.

Jim looks at Stephanie: "What are you doing?"

DARRYL
Oh, I don't want to put you out.
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STEPHANIE
No not at all.  Being neihgbourly
isn't just about small talk.  It's
about being there for each other.

DARRYL
Thanks Stephanie.

STEPHANIE
Listen I have a meeting.

Stephanie kisses Jim on the check.

STEPHANIE (CONT'D)
But you're in good hands with Jim
here.  He's all about honest
communication.  And his day's wide
open.

Stephanie leaves them and walks up her front steps, stops to
watch Jim & Darryl.

DARRYL
I think the first thing I noticed
was this winter, when she didn't
want to go skiing for spring break...

Darryl drones on as he walks towards the coffee shop down
the street.  Jim follows reluctantly, then looks back at
Stephanie, who winks and mouths: "Have a good day!"
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