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INT. PRESS CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT

COACH BRADLEY (60s) sits at a table flanked with microphones. 
He looks non-plussed as he faces a sea of REPORTERS.

ANNOUNCER
Coach Bradley will now take 
questions from the media.

Bradley points to REPORTER 1 (male 30s) clean-shaven in a 
golf shirt and khakis.

REPORTER 1
Mike Rivers, TSN. Your team didn’t 
quite deliver tonight. Thoughts?

COACH BRADLEY
Yeah, I guess the other guys just 
wanted it more than we did, y’know?

Coach Bradley looks at his watch, then to REPORTER 2 (female 
late 20s) black framed glasses, leather jacket and jeans.

REPORTER 2
Leanne from CTV. How will this loss 
affect morale going into Game 2?

COACH BRADLEY
We’re gonna regroup, lick our 
wounds and get back out there.

Coach Bradley scans the crowd, notices REPORTER 3 (male, 20s) 
full beard, full suit with bowtie, holding his hand up high 
with a “pick me! pick me!” intensity.

REPORTER 3
I’m Alistair. (long pause) Someone 
had to lose though, right?

COACH BRADLEY
Excuse me?

REPORTER 3
I mean, there’s a 100% chance that 
50% of the guys on the ice tonight 
were gonna lose.

COACH BRADLEY
Do you have a question?



REPORTER 3
How do you deal with that? With the 
futility of that? I mean this is 
your job...your career?

Coach Bradley shakes his head. Is this guy for real? He 
points to Mike/Reporter 1 again.

COACH BRADLEY
Mike?

MIKE/REPORTER 1
Smith had a bunch of shutouts at 
the start of the season, but he’s 
been struggling lately. Thoughts?

COACH BRADLEY
Smith’s a great goalie. Y’know, you 
win some, you lose some. Leanne?

LEANNE/REPORTER 2
Just wondering whether Smith’s poor 
performance tonight might affect 
morale heading into game 2?

COACH BRADLEY
These guys are all professionals, 
y’know? They put their heads down 
and they get the job done.

Coach Bradley looks around the room for more questions and 
tries to ignore Alistair/Reporter 3’s raised hand.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
Coach? Coach?

COACH BRADLEY
Yes...

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
Alistair.

COACH BRADLEY
Alistair.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
That must get old, right?

COACH BRADLEY
What’s that?
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ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
Having to answer for other people. 
I mean this Smith guy was out there 
on the ice, not you. Why are you 
responsible for his actions?

The reporters erupt in laughter. Coach Bradley chuckles too.

COACH BRADLEY
Because I’m the coach, son.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
But really...could you have done 
anything to make him play harder 
tonight? These guys are the best in 
the world at what they do. What 
percentage of influence do you 
really have on their performance, I 
mean really?

This hits Coach Bradley hard, and his casual tone turns 
defensive.

COACH BRADLEY
I’m tops at the world at what I do 
too, son. You may not understand 
it, but that doesn’t mean it’s not 
true. And sure, Smith may have been 
outmatched tonight but he always 
gives 110%.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
Well we both know that’s a fallacy.

COACH BRADLEY
Are you questioning the drive of my 
players, son?

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
No I just mean per cent literally 
means out of every hundred. So 
giving 110% isn’t possible.

COACH BRADLEY
Where are you from?

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
Toronto. Well, Elora originally, 
but I live here now.

COACH BRADLEY
No, damnit! Which news outlet?
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ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
I’m a philosophy major at the U of 
T. I’m writing a paper about the 
lack of logic in organized sports.

COACH BRADLEY
Well son, I make a hell of a lot of 
money doing “nothing.”

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
I didn’t say you do nothing. I said 
there’s nothing you can do, there’s 
a difference!

COACH BRADLEY
I make shitloads more money than 
you’ll ever make! Alright, this 
press conference is over!

Most of the reporters can’t wait to get the hell outta there, 
but Mike and Leanne hang back, listening.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
But it can all be taken away from 
you like that. It’s a rebuilding 
year, right? A bunch of young 
players on the roster. Of course 
three years from now, you’ll win 
lots of games, but if Smith and the 
other rookies don’t pick it up, 
you’ll be out of a job before that 
can happen. How is that logical?

Coach Bradley stands up.

COACH BRADLEY
What do you want, son?

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
The truth. It’s not fair. No matter 
what you do, you still lose a lot 
of the time. That must be super 
demoralizing!

Coach Bradley closes his eyes and sniffles a little bit. 
Looks of shock cross Leanne and Mike’s face, followed by 
flashes of anger that they funnel toward Alistair.

MIKE/REPORTER 1
Hey! Back off nerd!

LEANNE/REPORTER 2
Yeah, you just gave Coach Bradley a 
breakdown heading into game 2!
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Mike holds his fist up to Alistair’s face, threateningly.

MIKE/REPORTER 1
Thoughts?

COACH BRADLEY
He’s right. I did the exact same 
things this season that I did when 
we won the cup three years ago. But 
it’s not gonna happen this year. No 
matter what I do.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
It’s not your fault, Coach Bradley.

Coach Bradley breaks down and Alistair opens his arms to him. 
Coach Bradley embraces Alistair and begins to sob as Leanne 
and Mike watch, horrified.

COACH BRADLEY
It’s just a relief to finally talk 
about it.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
You shouldn’t have to feel like you 
need to win every game. It’s not 
healthy.

COACH BRADLEY
Thank you. Thank you for saying 
that. No one ever says that.

ALISTAIR/REPORTER 3
It’s the system. It’s set up for 
obtuse deflections and useless 
predictions. I mean listen to the 
vapid questions from the reporters.

MIKE/LEANNE
Hey! HEY!

COACH BRADLEY
Mike, Leanne, if you want to have a 
honest conversation sometime, I’d 
be willing to sit down...

But Mike and Leanne are already out the door.

MIKE/REPORTER 1
Nope!

LEANNE/REPORTER 2
We’re good! See ya at Game 2!
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