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INT. WALMART - HALLOWEEN CANDY AISLE - DAY

ISLA (30s) picks up a box of mini Twizzlers. HENRY (30s) 
stands at the shopping cart.

ISLA
What about these? 

HENRY
Get whatever you want.

ISLA
But it has the worst kind of sugar. 

HENRY
There’s a good kind?

ISLA
Um yeah. Stevia. Coconut. Xylitol. 
Don’t you ever listen to me?

HENRY
Okay. Put it back and we’ll go to 
Whole Foods instead.

Isla puts the box back and starts walking beside him.

HENRY (CONT’D)
We’ll need to take out a second 
mortgage. But at least the kids 
will be getting “good” sugar.

ISLA
Ugh. You’re right. Shit. It’ll cost 
like five times as much.

Isla goes back and gets the box of Twizzlers, puts them in 
the cart. Then she picks up the box and reads the 
ingredients.

ISLA (CONT’D)
Ugh.

She puts the box of Twizzlers back on the shelf.

HENRY
What? The wrong kind of sugar?

ISLA
That. And red food dye.



HENRY
(sarcastically)

Really? That’s not natural?

ISLA
I just read an article about how 
red food dye makes kids 
hyperactive. And they think it 
might even cause cancer.

HENRY
Everything might cause cancer.

ISLA
Why don’t you care about this? With 
the amount of crap they’ll get 
trick or treating, they’ll be 
eating candy til Christmas.

HENRY
I care. But I ate it when I was 
their age and I survived.

Isla glances at Henry’s protruding gut. He pats it gleefully.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Not just survived. Thrived! I have 
reserves in case of a famine.

She rolls her eyes but can’t stop from smiling.

ISLA
Maybe chocolate bars then?

HENRY
No red dye in those! 

He grabs a box of mini chocolate bars off the shelf and puts 
them in the cart and starts to walk.

ISLA
Wait.

She picks up the box and reads the label.

ISLA (CONT’D)
What the hell is Polyglycerol 
Polyricinoleate?

She puts the box back on the shelf.

ISLA (CONT’D)
And it’s not the same as when we 
were kids. 
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They didn’t use poly-what-the-fuck 
back then. Maybe we need to go to 
Whole Foods, even if it bankrupts 
us.

HENRY
Why don’t you hand out those 99% 
dark chocolate bars you eat? Put 
kids off candy forever.

ISLA
This sucks. We can’t hand out 
apples because of razor blades.

HENRY
An urban myth started by the evil 
chocolate bar companies no doubt. 
What about chips?

Henry grabs a massive box of Lays potato chips.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Just potatoes, oil and salt. 
There’s only 25 per box so we’ll 
probably need 4 boxes, but we 
brought the SUV, so we have room.

As he loads the boxes in the cart, she reads the label and 
gets more frantic with each word:

ISLA
Monosodium glutamate, acetic acid, 
sodium acetate, corn maltodextrin, 
dextrose, disodium inosinate, 
disodium guanylate. Oh. My. God. 
Our kids have no hope. No hope!

She wails and drops to her knees. Nearby shoppers look 
accusingly at Henry. He deflects attention with a smirk.

HENRY
Halloween shopping’s a bitch, 
right?

She jumps up, and grabs a box of Chips from their cart.

ISLA
I can’t in good conscience feed 
this crap to them.

She throws one box back at the display.

ISLA (CONT’D)
To my kids. 

ISLA (CONT’D)
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She throws another box.

ISLA (CONT’D)
Or anyone’s kids.

Then another.

ISLA (CONT’D)
This is what’s wrong with the 
world. Kids with diabetes and heart 
disease. Kids with fatty liver. 
It’s garbage. We’re feeding our 
kids garbage. GARBAGE!

HENRY
Wait. Garbage in. Garbage out. 

ISLA
What?

HENRY
Each night after they go to sleep, 
we skim a bit off the top and toss 
it in the trash. They’ll never 
notice. And they’ll be eating less 
poly-what-the-fuck.

ISLA
That’s not the meaning of “Garbage 
in. Garbage out.” But I like your 
idea.

HENRY
Even if we get healthy candy, 99% 
of the shit they’ll get will be 
terrible for them. We can’t win.

ISLA
You’re right. We can’t fix the 
system. But we can manipulate it.

He grabs a box each of Twizzlers, mini chocolate bars and 
chips and they head for the checkout.

HENRY
It’s funny, I always thought you 
ate some of their candy when they 
were at school.

She blushes a bit.

HENRY (CONT’D)
Now I know why you were pushing so 
hard for Whole Foods. 
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